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Barbara Zilli

Regional Councilor for Finance of the Friuli 
Venezia Giulia Autonomous Region



Laura Comelli
Managing Authority of the Interreg VI-A 
Italy-Slovenia Programme



139
PROJECT

BENEFICIARIES

28
PROJECTS 

FINANCED SO FAR

70 MLN
ERDF CONTRIBUTION

3 MLN
POPULATION OF THE
PROGRAMME AREA

"ENHANCING CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION FOR IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF 
POPULATION, PRESERVING AND PROMOTING CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE AND 

ENHANCING THE CLIMATE NEUTRALITY OF THE PROGRAMME AREA THROUGH 
SUSTAINABLE, INNOVATIVE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH." 

INTERREG VI-A ITALY-SLOVENIA







3 PROJECTS

WITH ONE GOAL:

THE CREATON OF A 
JOINT TOURISM PRODUCT



Aleš Vodičar
Director, Development agency of the Karst and Brkini, ltd.



Andrea Pio di Leo
Project manager, VeGAL - GAL Venezia Orientale



Silvia Bianchet
Project manager, Friuli Venezia Giulia Autonomous Region



ICEBREAKER QUESTION

Go to slido.com and enter the event code:
#23528



ICEBREAKER QUESTION

The Kras Carso II project 
area is renowned for its 

magnificent underground 
caves. On the Slovenian 
side, the Vilenica cave is 

open for visitors, being the 
oldest tourist cave in 

Europe. In which year was 
first opened to visitors?







3   PROJECTS  WITH   1   GOAL:
1

2

3

CROSS-BORDER
TOURISM PRODUCT 



SCIENCEEDUCATION

TOURISM

JOINT 
ACHIEVEMENT

EXPERIENCE

GOOD 
PRACTICES

COOPERATION

POLITICAL 
STRATEGIES





BORDER EVOLUTION

THEN NOW



SLOW MOBILITY EVOLUTION

THEN NOW
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INTERREG ITA-SLO BRANDING STRATEGY

WHAT
an EXPERIENCE based on 

SLOW MOBILITY MODEL, 

to be done by BIKE and 

INTERMODAL PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT SERVICES

01

HOW
• ADRIATIC-IONIAN CYCLING 

ROUTE 

• connecting the INNERMOST 

AREAS  

• GREEN INFRASTRUCTURES

• INTERMODAL SERVICES

• diversified CROSS-BORDER 

TOURISM OFFER 

02

WHY
to create a NETWORK of 

JOINT CIRCULAR CROSS-

BORDER ROUTES connected 

to at least five additional 

circular routes of 500 

kilometres in length

03

FINAL GOAL
the creation of a JOINT -

CROSS-BORDER -
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 

PRODUCT, able to attract a 
"NEW GENERATION" of long 
distance cycling travellers 

04

<<MORE BIKES, LESS CARS>>
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INTERREG ITA-SLO BRANDING STRATEGY

STRENGTHENING 
COMMUNITIES

PROVISION OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES

PRESERVATION OF 
HERITAGE

PRESERVING LOCAL CULTURE

REVITALIZATION OF CULTURE 
AND NATURE



“It represents a point for getting to know the Italy-Slovenia 
cross-border area which will become a global MUST VISIT 

destination for all those who are interested in the smart use of 
green and blue infrastructure.”

What is the CROSS-BORDER TOURISM PRODUCT?













To explore, protect and 

manage the heritage of the 

common territory and to 

ensure appropriate 

professional interpretation 

and education.

Overcoming the 

competitiveness of the cross-

border destination , working on 

the idea of a

common tourism heritage to 

exploit.

VISION

MISSION

















ICEBREAKER QUESTION

Go to slido.com and enter the event code:
#23528



ICEBREAKER QUESTION

Venice is famous but there 
are other interesting sites 

around it. Do you known 
the percentage of the 

Nature2000 site in the Italy 
– Slovenia Programme

area? 





Action 1 Improving the cross-border cycling 
network 

Action 2 Acknowledgment of a new 
sustainable tourism approach through 

people

Action 3 Fostering the idea of sustainable 
tourism and mobility at institutional level

Action 1 Agriculture and tourism 
awareness campaign 

Action 2 Cleaning campaigns for beaches, 
seabeds and rivers 

Action 3 Summer schools on the protection 
of the environment and species

Action 1 Touristm product branding and 
mobility trainings&events 

Action 2 Establishment of the 
EGTC Kras-Carso         

Action 3 Nomination of the Kras-Carso 
Geopark for its inclusion on the UNESCO 

Global Geoparks List.

CONCRETE ACTIONS
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Cooperation of 3 
strategic projects 
for the creation of 
the Italy-Slovenia 

TOURISM 
BRANDING 
STRATEGY

Presentation of 
the concept 

product at the 
EWRC

Further research 
for strengthening 

the branding 
strategy process 

based on first 
projects’ results

Global 
implementation of 

the CROSS-
BORDER TOURISM 
PRODUCT based 

on wider projects’ 
results

Creation of a 
dedicated 

communication 
plan providing 

digital tools and 
social campaigns

JULY 
2023

OCTOBER
2023 JANUARY 

2024

AUGUST 
2024 DECEMBER

2024

JUNE
2025

Final targeting for 
spreading the 
FINAL JOINT 

CROSS-BORDER 
PRODUCT and its 

results to the 
public

MILESTONE MAP



ICEBREAKER QUESTION

Go to slido.com and enter the event code:
#23528



ICEBREAKER QUESTION

Do you know how 
many kilometres of 
cycle paths will be 

built in Friuli Venezia 
Giulia region?
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QUESTION TIME



Laura Comelli
Managing Authority of the Interreg VI-A 
Italy-Slovenia Programme



THANK YOU!
Bruxelles, October 11th 2023

facebook.com/interregitaslo

www.linkedin.com/company/interregitaslo

twitter.com/InterregITASLO

instagram.com/interregitaslo

www.youtube.com/@interregitalyslovenia


