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Advancing a Greener Europe: Tackling Water Challenges for a Sustainable Future

Importance of Water: Essential for biodiversity, climate 
resilience, and the circular economy, facing growing 
pressures from climate change, pollution, and competing 
demands.

EU Agenda: Water resilience is a key priority, requiring 
comprehensive and collaborative solutions.

Role of Interreg: Supports cross-border cooperation and 
innovative approaches to sustainable water management.

Impact: Clean water drives environmental, economic, and 
social well-being, linking green transition with fairness and 
competitiveness.

Session Goals: Showcase successful projects and 
approaches, demonstrating how Interreg helps regions 
strengthen water resilience

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Water is essential for human health, for socio-economic development and for all life on our planet. The sustainable use and protection of water is therefore of paramount importance. However, water is under severe pressure from a wide range of human activities. The main threats to water include pollution, over-extraction, climate change and habitat destruction.



PO2 Greener Europe – Planned vs Implemented

European Environment Agency, December 2024 Pressures on the water environment as in the Water Framework Directive

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source European Environment Agency. Pressures on the water environment as in the Water Framework Directive
By «surface water» is meant coastal, lakes, rivers...
Interreg can be active at every point, joining forces to find solutions across borders, evidenced by numerous projects financed to date. But water 


https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/eea-signals-2024/infographics/pressures-on-the-water-environment-as-in-the-water-framework-directive


PO2 Greener Europe – Planned vs Implemented



Showing progs with SO5 

Water also covered through other Sos + by progs with water being central element of their cooperation 
area and life of territories



.



Programmes with Specific Objective 5
Promoting access to water and sustainable water management

Showing progs with SO5 

Water also covered through other Sos + by progs with water being central element of their cooperation 
area and life of territories



Supporting water management within PO2

Improving access to water and 
sustainable water management –
core objective of the 5 types of 
investment, related to SO5... 
• Water management and water resource 

conservation
• Wastewater collection and treatment
• Provision of water for human 

consumption

But not only! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fields of intervention
Highest investment priority in Interreg = Water management and water resource conservation, 
Then (energy-efficient) wastewater collection and treatment, provision of water for human consumption
However, there are also considerable investments under other SOs, such as climate change adaptation (floods, droughts), and nature protection and biodiversity (wetlands).



21-27 water and sustainable water management 
Planned amounts by fund

EUR 16.9 billion investment 
through EU Cohesion Policy
Over a 3% share of the total 
programmed cohesion policy 
funding

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
EUR 16.9 billion investment through EU Cohesion Policy, to support Member States’ investments in the water sector
thereby strengthening sustainable development and equitable access to water services in all EU regions



Protecting water in EU regions
EU Policy Framework

EU Water    
Framework Directive

Bathing Water       
Directive

Drinking Water        
Directive

Groundwater          
Directive

Floods                    
Directive

Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive

Urban Wastewater 
Treatment Directive

European Strategy           
for Plastics

Zero-Pollution 
Action Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The EU Water Framework Directive, adopted in 2000, provides a legal framework to protect and restore the EU’s water quality and to ensure its long-term sustainable use. It is complemented by more specific legislation, such as:
Marine litter and plastic pollution are also being addressed through the European Strategy for Plastics. In addition, the Zero-Pollution Action Plan, a key deliverable of the European Green Deal, sets ambitious targets and actions to tackle water pollution.



Water management by Interreg 
Panel discussion

Moderator – Reka Roszavolgyi
European Commission, DG REGIO Unit D.1 

Elena Kolosova
Programme Officer 
Joint Secretariat – Interreg Baltic Sea Region

Attila Mólnar 
Project leader – PET Kupa
#GoBodrog project – Interreg Hungary-Slovakia

Costanza Cernusco
Policy Officer 
European Commission, DG Environment

Annelies Broekman 
Researcher – CREAF Water and Global Change 
Community4Nature project – Interreg Euro-MED



Next opportunities to meet and discuss

30 April 
Interact - Interreg for a Greener Europe Webinar Series
Climate change adaptation – disaster risk management

And more to come...
EU Green Week (Circular Economy) – 3-5 June
EU Sustainable Energy Week – 10-12 June

INSERT
QR CODE -
Registration



IRRIGAVIT
Rational irrigation and 
soil management in 
cross-border viticulture 

Villa Nachini Cabassi

Corno di Rosazzo

Project visit



Thank you! 
Grazie! 
Hvala!

Building a Greener Europe 
Through Water Resilience and Integrated Management
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