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Tourism in the Mediterranean : Key figures
(SOED, Plan Bleu 2022)

Source: WTO, 2015

In the Mediterranean countries: 
• 400 million international tourist arrivals
in 2019

In the Mediterranean coastal areas:
• Tourism accounts for over 70% of 
production and gross value added

Employment Impact:
• 11.5% of total employment in 

Mediterranean economies (2015)

Future Projections (2017):
• Tourism expected to reach 12.5% of regional 

GDP by 2026
• 2.8 million jobs projected by 2027



Source: IUCN, np

Tourism in the Mediterranean : Key threats
(IUCN)



Tourism in the 
Mediterranean : MED2050: 
A Foresight Study
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Coastal urbanisation in the Mediterranean



Coastline in the Adriatic



Why ICZM?

• Tourism is a key coastal 
(including maritime) activity

• A flexible, integrated 
approach

• Balances use, protection & 
development

• Fosters ecosystem-based & 
holistic planning

• Supports policy & governance; 
helps reconcile diverse 
stakeholder interests

• Integrated assessments 

• Specific tools and approaches 
empowering coastal 
communities and enabling 
sustainable implementation

Why tourism within the integrated (ICZM) prism



Mediterranean Strategy for 
Sustainable Development (MSSD)



Prosperous, climate resilient, and peaceful 

Mediterranean region in which people enjoy a high 

quality of life and where sustainable development 

takes place within the carrying capacity and in the 

limit of acceptable change of biologically diverse 

healthy, productive, conserved, restored, wisely used 

and effectively managed ecosystems. 

Investing in environmental sustainability to achieve social 
well-being and economic development 

Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Development (MSSD)



• The Strategy focuses on addressing cross-cutting issues 
that lie in the interface between environment and 
development. It is based on a set of cross-cutting 
themes that were chosen to provide scope for an 
integrated approach to address sustainability issues, as 
follows: Seas and coasts; Source to Sea; Natural 
resources, rural development and food; Water-Energy-Food 
-Ecosystem Nexus; Sustainable cities; Climate; 
Transition towards a green and blue economy; Governance.

• 6 objectives

• Transition towards sustainable, green, blue and circular economy and 
sustainable finance 

Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Development (MSSD)



• Create decent, green jobs for all—especially youth and women—to combat 
poverty and promote social inclusion.

• Promote sustainable consumption and production to accelerate the shift to 
circular economy models.

• Integrate sustainability, circularity, and climate resilience into investment 
planning and evaluation frameworks.

• Develop a Mediterranean Taxonomy for Green and Sustainable Activities to guide 
and align public and private financial flows with environmental goals. 

• Support innovation, sustainable solutions, and public-private partnerships for a 
just transition to low-carbon, green and blue economies.

• Flagship initiative: Sustainable Blue Tourism

Transition towards sustainable, green, blue and circular economy and 
sustainable finance 



Thank you!

marina.markovic@paprac.org


